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Publishing Your Thesis or Dissertation: 

ProQuest Digital Dissertations
©
 &

University of Maryland, Baltimore Digital Archive 

Congratulations on finishing your doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis.  The next step is to submit your 

document in PDF form to the University for approval, archiving, and publication through the School of 
Graduate Studies and the ProQuest Information and Learning (PQIL) Electronic Thesis and Dissertation 

(ETD) program.  This process is described in the Thesis and Dissertation Style Guide, available at:  

http://graduate.umaryland.edu/Forms/ . 

During the submission process, you are required to grant the University and ProQuest Information and 

Learning a one-time, “non-exclusive right” to archive, release, and reprint your work.  Both ProQuest and the 

University will host an electronic version of your work.  ProQuest will keep a copy in its commercial database, 

Digital Dissertations; and UMB will keep a copy in the University of Maryland, Baltimore Digital Archive, 

http://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/.  This is an open access archive, which means that your work will be freely 

available online. 

What is ProQuest Information and Learning (PQIL)? 

ProQuest Information and Learning (PQIL) is a private company that maintains, through an arrangement with 

the Library of Congress, the bibliographic record for over 2 million master’s theses and doctoral dissertations 

dating back to 1861.  This is done through the Digital Dissertations database, a popular full-text research tool 

to which many university libraries subscribe.  Nearly 700 institutions submit titles to the database, including 

every accredited doctoral degree granting institution in North America.   

The submission agreement allows ProQuest to host your work and to offer it for sale through its database and 

other online outlets, such as Amazon.com.  You are entitled to receive an annual royalty payment of 10% of all 

income PQIL receives from the sale of your work, payable in each year that the accrued royalties reach $10.00. 

Institutions that have “open access” subscriptions to ProQuest’s Digital Dissertation have free access to the 

full electronic text of all documents in the database. 

How do I obtain a copyright? 

For a fee, ProQuest will submit your work to the Copyright Office of the Library of Congress for copyright 

Registration.  Note that you, as the author, hold copyright to your work regardless of registration, but 

registration makes copyright easier to enforce should your work be plagiarized. 

What are the benefits of having my work available through ProQuest and the UMB Digital Archive? 
• Your research can be found, read, and used by a global audience, including scholarly colleagues and

potential publishers and employers.

• Your research can be found by most popular search engines such as Google or Yahoo, as well as through

special repository search engines.

• Increased accessibility to your research increases the changes of it being cited in other scholarly work.

• Access to your work is maintained with a permanent URL, to which you can refer and link from your CV,

email messages, or web pages.

What are my choices regarding access? 
As the owner of copyright in your work, you have the exclusive right to reproduce, distribute, make derivative 

works based on, publicly perform and display your work, and to authorize others to exercise some of all of 

those rights.  As a condition of graduation, your work must be published.  When you submit your work to the 

Graduate School you will be given two options regarding access to your work via ProQuest’s Digital 

Dissertations and the UMB Digital Archive.  Your options include: 

A. Make your work available via ProQuest and the UMB Digital Archive as soon as it is received

The abstract and full text of your work will be present in ProQuest’s Digital Dissertations for purchase, 
and will be available and searchable online via the UMB Digital Archive.

B. Restrict online publication of your work for 6 months, 1 year or 2 years (SOWK-only) after 

graduation

You may place an embargo (a restriction) on electronic access to your document through ProQuest’s 
Digital Dissertation and the UMB Digital Archive if there is legitimate reason to do so.  Should you elect 
to restrict online publication of your work, a description of your research, including your name, the title, 
your advisor’s name and the abstract will be available via ProQuest and the UMB Digital Archive, but the 
actual electronic file will be unavailable for viewing or download until the selected embargo period has 
passed.

http://graduate.umaryland.edu/Forms/
http://archive.hshsl.umaryland.edu/
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Publication and Patent Issues 

Patenting: 

Under U.S. patent laws, public dissemination of patentable information, such as through publication or a 

seminar, influences the deadline for filing for patent protection in the U.S. and may eliminate your ability to 

acquire foreign patent rights.  As a result, if you intent to seek patent protection for material covered in your 

thesis or dissertation, you may wish to request a delay in publication through PQIL and the UMB Digital 

Archive. 

The Office of Technology Transfer (http://www.ord.umaryland.edu/ott/index.html) may be able to help you 

with the patent process. 

Publishing: 

Publishers of professional journals have policies with respect to publishing articles that are identical to, or a 

revised version of a work that was previously released.  These policies can vary significantly from publisher to 

publisher.  You may want to speak with publishers to whom you are likely to submit your work regarding their 

policies before you complete the Thesis and Dissertation Electronic Publication Form.  A six-month embargo 

on electronic publication is sufficient to comply with most publishers’ policies regarding pre-posting of 

material. 

If you have any questions concerning the availability of your work on ProQuest’s Digital Dissertations or the 

UMB Digital Archive, please contact Dr. Golembewski, Senior Associate Dean, Graduate School at 

egolembewski@umaryland.edu or the UMB Digital Archive staff at ArchiveHelp@hshsl.umaryland.edu.  
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